
 The first time I remember thinking about the priesthood as 
a possibility for my life I was about 15 years old. My mother 
would tell you an earlier age. I have a mother  and a father. I have 
an older brother and a younger sister. I have two nieces and one 
nephew and one great-niece. I come from a middle class family 
that worked pay check to pay check. We were not poor, but we 
were certainly not rich. From this family, the promptings of the 
Lord began at an early age, as I look back on it. I was always con-
cerned about people in need or distress. I volunteered with various 
charities, even as a youth. I was active in our church youth group. 
Throughout my young life and into young adult-hood, the 
thoughts of the possibility of priesthood entered my mind. Once 
in a while I would try and test the waters, but the usual response 
was negative, or doubtful. When I received these kinds of re-
sponses, I pushed the thoughts back in my mind.  

 It is never a question of if God  is calling men and women to serve the Church. It is always a 
matter of whether or not we are choosing to listen to God’s call and answer. When a man or woman 
begins to investigate this possibility, often they will go to a seminary or a convent or monastery to 
see what it is like. But not long before that person hears the promptings of God in their hearts. Per-
haps they are not so loud that they will wake the person up, like Samuel. But the promptings do not 
go away, God is persistent. Who in your family is possibly receiving an invitation from the Lord to 
“come and see”. Our country is in great need of men and women who have the courage to answer 
God’s call to serve Him and His Church. Is your son or daughter, niece or nephew, cousin, acquaint-
ance, friend being called to the Lord? 
 Entering the seminary or convent is not an immediate decision to be a priest or sister. It is 
merely an opportunity for the person to begin to ask more specific questions about the priesthood or 
religious life or permanent deaconate, talk to me or Father Thomas. 
 

Go to the archdiocesan website at http://www.archgh.org/Vocations/
index.htm 

The United States Catholic Bishops at www.usccb.org 
Or any number of other possibilities. 

 
St. Luke the Evangelist, pray for us. 
Fr James 

Speak, Lord, for Your Servant  
Is Listening 



Where would our Parish be if these men had not answered God’s Call? 

Speak, Lord, for Your Servant 
Is Listening 


